September 12, 2007

To: COSAB members & Stroke Registry Hospitals

From: COSAB/stroke Registry

Re: COSAB/Stroke Registry name change

Hello. 

This email is being sent to the COSAB members as well as the hospitals that are participating in the Colorado Stroke Registry. 

Over the last several weeks the COSAB officers, the Stroke Registry staff, and several COSAB members have been meeting to coordinate the long-terms plans for the Colorado Stroke Advisory Board and the Stroke Registry. One topic that has been explored is a possible name change for COSAB/Stroke Registry. The following provides a summary of this.
Background:
· COSAB was initially formed as a task force under the Colorado Dept. of Public Health & Environment (CDPHE). CDPHE is restructuring, and has identified that COSAB is no longer a “task force” under CDPHE, but is now considered to be a partner with the CDPHE, with the common goal of improving stroke care in Colorado.
· The Amendment 35 Stroke Registry grant ends on June 30, 2008. The COSAB officers/Stroke registry staff has been exploring the future structure of COSAB & the registry, and continued funding options. 
· We are using the services of a consulting firm to assist with this long-term planning (e.g. organizational structure, funding research, branding/marketing support).
Recent progress:
· We have received inquiries from a variety of stakeholders if a name change could be considered. Feedback that we have received included:
· Registry sounds like data only – it does not seem inclusive of the mentor program and educational offerings

· From a marketing/branding strategy – can a different name be used that more accurately represents COSAB, the registry, and all of the activities that take place? A new name might help with marketing/branding efforts.
· We have explored this potential and have identified a new name that we would like to consider adopting for COSAB and the Stroke Registry
Proposed new name:

We would like to transition the “COSAB/Stroke Registry” name to Colorado Stroke Alliance
Why “Alliance”? In summary, this is more inclusive of the spectrum of the COSAB membership, registry activities, and it includes the prevention/acute management/rehab that have been the focus of COSAB. 

Examples of how this would apply:

"Colorado Stroke Advisory Board" becomes "Colorado Stroke Alliance" 

"Colorado Stroke Registry Trend Reports" becomes "Colorado Stroke Alliance Trend Reports" 

"Colorado Stroke Registry Mentor Program" becomes "Colorado Stroke Alliance Mentor Program".

How to transition:

If the name is approved, we anticipate using the following name sequence until July 30, 2008

· "Colorado Stroke Alliance" - formerly COSAB 

Reason for this approach: Assist stakeholders to become familiar with the new name and to minimize confusion

We have also received specific questions. Here is a summary:

How will a name change impact stroke registry sites? There will be no impact. This will only be a name change for COSAB/Stroke Registry.

How will this impact COSAB/stroke registry operations? There will be no change to COSAB/registry operations.

Can the name change occur under the current grant? Yes. We have contacted CDPHE and have approval to make the change.

Will there be additional updates as progress is made with the COSAB/Registry continuation plans? Yes. As soon as we have confirmed information, updates will be distributed.

What are the next Steps?

We are planning on voting on this possible name change during the Friday, September 21, 2007 COSAB meeting. 

If you are unable to attend the 9/21/07 COSAB meeting, please feel free to reply to Paul Murphy with a “yes” or “no” on the proposed name change. 

If you have any questions, please contact Paul Murphy (pmurphy@coloradostroke.org).

Thanks to everyone for their continued support of this program. Additional updates will follow as information becomes available. 

Regards,

Paul
 

Paul Murphy, MA, MSHA
Program Director
Colorado Stroke Registry
Stroke Advisory Board
office: 720.974.4091 
fax: 303.788.5469
pmurphy@coloradostroke.org
www.coloradostroke.org
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